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TO: Each Supervisor

: \
FROM: Cynthia A. Harding, M.P.H. %M %W 5/

Interim Director

SUBJECT: FOOD FACILITY GRADING SYSTEM
(ITEM NO. 64-A, AGENDA OF JUNE 9, 2015 AND ITEM 59-A, AGENDA
OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2015)

In @ motion by Supervisor Antonovich on June 9, 2015, the Department of Public Health
(DPH) was directed to (1) conduct a thorough review of the retail food facility grading
system in Los Angeles County, including an assessment of current grading factors,
methodology, and a review of grading systems used in other jurisdictions and (2) provide
a report of its findings and recommendations to the Board within 30 days. Reports were
provided to the Board on July 8, 2015 and on August 18, 2015. In a subsequent motion
by Supervisor Antonovich on September 1, 2015, DPH was instructed to provide monthly
progress reports to the Board on the restaurant grading recommendation implementation
activities. This February 2016 report is the sixth progress report in response to the
motion.

The Implementation Plan for Restaurant Grading Recommendations, which was
developed to report on the progress or status of each recommendation, was updated for
this report (Attachment A). Two recommendations have been completed. The target
dates for some of the more complex recommendations were adjusted to allow time for
additional discussion with stakeholders, and also sufficient processing of policy changes.

DPH is currently scheduling the final round of meetings with the California Restaurant
Association (CRA) and the Food Safety Advisory Council (FSAC) members to discuss
Recommendation B2, which would preclude the issuance of an “A” grade if two major
violations are found, and Recommendation D4, which would modify the owner-initiated
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process for restaurant operators who have chronic unsafe food practices. After these
meetings are held, DPH will make a final determination on these recommendations.

Since last month’s report, DPH has made significant progress on Recommendation A3,
which would add information to the grade card based on stakeholder input. DPH has
determined that grade cards going forward will include the date of inspection, the
inspector's initials, and a Quick Response (QR) code. The QR code will allow the public
to access the last and prior inspection reports online. In an effort to reduce the cost of
issuing a new grade card after each inspection, DPH will revise the inspection grade
card to allow the entry of a few inspection dates on the card should the grade remain the
same.

Our next report will be submitted in March 2016. In the meantime, if you have any
questions or need additional information, please let us know.
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c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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